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 Seminar in Theological Research

Assignment 3, Exegetical Exercise

“A text without a context is a pretext.”

Name: ​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________
Write your research paper thesis statement as a complete sentence/question. Give the reference of the passage you have chosen in parentheses following the thesis statement (e.g., Rom 8:1-17):

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
· Select a Scripture passage closely related to your topic. The passage should be a complete paragraph, not an isolated verse. It should not be longer than one chapter and preferably shorter. 
· Study the passage, following the steps described below. Consult the suggested resource(s) and then reflect on what the passage means in light of that information. 
· After you complete each step, write at least one paragraph explaining how your study and reflection have changed, confirmed, expanded, refined, or corrected your original understanding of the passage. Double-space and use 12-point Times New Roman font.
· Provide a bibliographic entry of the resource(s) you used at the beginning of each step. See the GSTM, Research and Writing Manual, Vyhmeister, chapters 16, 19, and 22, and/or Turabian, chapters 15-17 sample bibliographic section for the format of the bibliographic entries.
· Number each section (e.g., Step 1). Be sure to complete each step before proceeding to the next. 
Step 1. Select a Bible passage related to your topic, and state your preliminary interpretation. Begin with prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you to open your mind and heart to receive His truth and to enable you to think, live, and minister in accordance with that truth. Read the selected passage in your favorite version of the Bible. Before doing any further research, write down why you chose the passage, how it is related to your topic, and what you think it means. Be sure to include the name of the version that you used at the beginning of the step, for example:
New American Standard Bible (NASB). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1973.
[Note: If using the Original 1611 King James Version, do not include the publication information.]
Step 2. Compare two or more versions of the Bible. Now, read the passage in one of the following from each list (two separate versions): the New American Standard Bible, the Revised Standard Version, the New King James Version, or the English Standard Version AND the New International Version, the New Jerusalem Bible, the Good News Bible, the New Living Translation, or the New American Bible. A Parallel Bible will allow you to compare and contrast several translations at once. Note any differences in the translations. Record your observations or questions. Explain how this comparison has affected your original understanding of the passage. Be sure to indicate the versions of the Bible that you use in this section at the beginning of the step (they must not be the same as the one used in Step 1).

Step 3. Consider the historical, cultural setting. In two or more scholarly Study Bibles, one-volume Bible Commentaries, or Bible Dictionaries read the introductory material on the Book of the Bible in which your passage is found. Note relevant historical, socio-political, and cultural points that may affect the interpretation of the passage. Explain how this helps you to understand the passage better. Include the bibliographic citations of resources used at the beginning of the step. 
Step 4. Determine the immediate context. Find an outline of the Book in which your passage is found (some Study Bibles and commentaries have outlines). Determine where your passage occurs in the outline. Read the chapters which immediately precede and follow the one you have chosen. As you read, look for patterns and recurring words or ideas. Reflect on how the immediate context affects the interpretation. Include the bibliographic citation of the resource used at the beginning of the step.
Step 5. Determine the broader context. Using a Bible with cross-references or a Bible Concordance, look up related scriptural passages (including parallel passages, if they occur). If your passage is in one of the Gospels, see Aland’s Synopsis of the Four Gospels (BS2560.A2A35 1982). Or if it is in one of Paul’s epistles, see Francis and Sampley’s Pauline Parallels (BS2643.F7 1975). Both are available in the Reference Room. Reflect on how the broader context affects the interpretation of the passage. Be sure to include bibliographic citation(s) of the resource(s) used at the beginning of the step.

Step 6. Consult at least three commentaries. Read the sections related to your chosen passage. Note significant findings from the commentaries, particularly any new insights that may affect the interpretation of the passage. Primarily use the commentaries on the attached list. Be sure to include the bibliographic citations of the commentaries used at the beginning of the step.
Step 7. Write a revised interpretation of the passage: In a final paragraph, summarize your findings. Write a fresh interpretation of the passage, and discuss how this study has confirmed, refined, expanded, or corrected your original understanding. State how this study will affect your research paper. Pray that the Holy Spirit will inspire and empower you to apply your enriched understanding of the passage to your studies, ministry, and Christian walk. 
Be sure to staple the first sheet to the front of your assignment as a Cover Sheet.
Bible Commentary Series

(To find these in the Library, search online catalog by “Series begins with” or “Title keyword”)

The Abingdon New Testament Commentaries

The Anchor Bible
The Augsburg Commentary on the New Testament

The Berit Olam series on the Old Testament

Black’s New Testament Commentaries

The International Critical Commentary

The International Theological Commentary Interpretation series

The New International Biblical Commentary

The New International Commentary on the Old Testament

The New International Commentary on the New Testament

The NIV Application Commentary

The Old Testament Library

The Sacra Pagina series on the New Testament

The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries

The Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

The Word Biblical Commentary series

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary

One-volume Commentaries

Collegeville Bible Commentary 

Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible

HarperCollins Bible Commentary

Harper’s Bible Commentary

New Bible Commentary

The New Jerome Biblical Commentary

Study Bibles

The Full Life Bible

The HarperCollins Study Bible

The NIV Study Bible
The Oxford Study Bible
The Ryrie Study Bible

Parallel Bibles

The Complete Parallel Bible

The Evangelical Parallel New Testament

Concordances

Remember that Concordances are tied to a single translation of the Bible (For example: Strong’s Concordance relates to the King James Version of the Bible.)
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