Rev. 9/6/16

PAGE  
2

Seminar in Theological Research

Assignment 1, Book Critique
Write a book critique no longer than three pages in length. Type the text in 12-point Times New Roman, double-spaced, with a Title/Cover page (as per page 40, Research/Writing Manual). A book critique briefly summarizes and evaluates a book (in this case, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth by Fee and Stuart). This book critique should include: (1) the bibliographical entry, (2) brief author information, (3) content summary, and (4) an evaluation, as the sample below.
1.
Bibliographic Entry
See the Seminary Research and Writing Manual (pages 90-104) for examples of the format for the Bibliographic Entry.
2.
Author Information
In this section of the critique, identify the author(s) (translator(s) or editor(s)) of the book. Present the author’s background, academic training, and other publications written (and for theological authors, if they are pastors/ordination in which denomination). You can help a reader understand a book by describing the author. While a book jacket or the back cover of a book often provides some information, look beyond that. Biography in Context (database in the ORU Library) and Contemporary Authors provide author information.
3.
Content Summary
This part of the critique should be no more than one page in length. Begin by summarizing the book in a single sentence that is as comprehensive and inclusive as possible. In the rest of the summary elaborate on this one sentence, sharing your understanding of what the book is all about.

Be sure the summary covers the entire book. Do not be so detailed about one part of the book that subsequent sections are ignored. To avoid this problem, organize the summary carefully and logically. Also, do not get bogged down in too many details. The task is to summarize the entire book, not to mention every detail.
4.
Evaluation
The evaluation is the most crucial part of the critique. This is not a summary of the book’s content, but a critical evaluation of what the author has to say. React to the book both positively and negatively, being as specific as possible.
Because books, like people, are different, one cannot impose predetermined critical questions on the book. However, the following questions are often used for evaluation:


a. What is unique, significant, or interesting about the book?

b. Does it contain unusual historical, theological, or literary traits?

c. What biases (theological, philosophical, denominational) are evident?

d. What points does the author make that you agree or disagree with? Specifically,why do you agree or disagree?


e. Is the author’s argument flawed in some way? Does he/she overlook some important issue(s)?—specifically explain.

f. Who would most benefit from reading the book?

g. What concepts can be implemented in ministry (preaching the Gospel, ministry to the poor, practice of spiritual gifts, etc.)?

Avoid generalities such as: “Every person (minister, teacher, etc.) should read this book” or “This is a (good/bad) book.”


